Common Ipe Installation Mistakes

Contractor Quick Sheet

Ipe is incredibly durable — but improper installation can cause problems. Here are the most common mistakes we see,
and how to avoid them.

1. Skipping Pre-Drilling
Problem: Split boards, snapped screws, stripped heads. Ipe's 3,680 Janka hardness will destroy fasteners driven without pilot holes.

O Fix: Pre-drill EVERY hole. Use 1/8" bit for #8 screws. No exceptions.

J2. Not Sealing End Grain
Problem: End checking (cracks at board ends) that can extend inches into the board. Moisture escapes 10x faster through end grain.

O Fix: Seal ALL cut ends immediately with wax-based end sealer (Anchorseal, Ipe Seal). Keep sealer on the
truck.

03. Installing Boards Too Tight
Problem: Buckling, cupping, and raised edges when boards expand. Air-dried Ipe will swell in humid conditions.

0 Fix: Use gap spacers: 3/32" for air-dried, ¥4" for kiln-dried. Never install boards touching.

4. Poor Ventilation Under Deck
Problem: Cupping and moisture damage. Bottom of boards stays wet while top dries, causing uneven stress.

O Fix: Maintain 18"+ clearance under joists. Don't enclose with solid skirting. Ensure ground slopes away.

(5. Wrong Fasteners
Problem: Corrosion, staining, fastener failure. Galvanized and carbon steel will rust and streak the wood.

O Fix: Use 305 SS (standard) or 316 SS (coastal/pool). Never use galvanized, zinc, or carbon steel.

6. Skipping Acclimation
Problem: Excessive movement after installation — gaps opening or boards buckling as moisture equalizes.

O Fix: Store on-site 7-14 days. Stack with stickers/shims for airflow. Keep off ground, loosely covered.

7. Using Standard Saw Blades
Problem: Burned cuts, chipped edges, ruined blades. Ipe will destroy standard woodworking blades in minutes.

O Fix: Use premium carbide-tipped blades. Have spares ready. Expect faster wear than softwood jobs.

8. Pressure Washing Too Hard
Problem: Surface damage, raised grain, fuzzy texture. High pressure destroys the smooth surface.

O Fix: If cleaning is needed, use max 1,200 PSI with wide fan tip. Better: use deck cleaner + soft brush.

09. Wrong Joist Spacing
Problem: Bounce, deflection, potential structural issues. Even strong Ipe has span limits.

O Fix: 1x boards = 16" O.C. max. 5/4x boards = 24" O.C. max. Reduce by one step for diagonal installation.

010. Applying Wrong Finish
Problem: Sticky surface, finish that won't dry, peeling. Ipe's density and oils reject many standard finishes.

O Fix: Use penetrating oil formulated for hardwood (Ipe Oil, Penofin Hardwood, Messmers UV Plus). Test first.
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When in doubt, call us at ipewoods.com — we're happy to help troubleshoot before it becomes a callback.

© 2026 Ipe Woods USA. All rights reserved. ipewoods.com




