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■ Pre-Installation

■ Verify permits obtained (if required)

■ Confirm lumber has acclimated on-site (7–14 days minimum)

■ Check moisture content (~12% for air-dried exterior use)

■ Inspect all boards for defects — set aside any problem boards

■ Verify joist spacing matches board thickness (1× = 16" O.C., 5/4× = 24" O.C.)

■ Confirm joists are level, crowned up, and properly secured

■ Verify minimum 18" clearance under deck for ventilation

■ Check pitch/slope away from structure (min ¼" per 10 ft)

■ Tools & Materials Verified

■ Carbide-tipped saw blades (standard blades will dull quickly)

■ Brad-point or Forstner drill bits for pre-drilling

■ Correct pilot bit size: 7/64" (#7), 1/8" (#8), or 9/64" (#10)

■ Countersink bit (3/8") if plugging

■ Stainless steel fasteners — 305 SS (standard) or 316 SS (coastal)

■ Hidden fastener clips + screws (if using clip system)

■ End grain sealer (Anchorseal, Ipe Seal, or similar)

■ Bow wrench or board straightening tool

■ Gap spacers (3/32" for air-dried, ¼" for kiln-dried)

■ During Installation

■ Pre-drill EVERY screw hole (no exceptions with Ipe)

■ Seal ALL cut ends immediately with end grain sealer

■ Maintain consistent gap spacing between boards

■ Stagger end joints — never align adjacent boards on same joist

■ Keep fasteners 1" from board edges, 2" from board ends

■ Do not over-drive screws — use depth setter or correct torque

■ Check board alignment every 4–6 rows

■ Face-screw border boards and first/last boards

■ Post-Installation

■ Clean deck surface of sawdust and debris
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■ Verify all end cuts are sealed

■ Check all fasteners are properly set (not over/under driven)

■ Apply initial coat of oil finish (optional but recommended)

■ Provide homeowner with care & maintenance guide

■ Take photos for documentation

■ Quick Reference

Board Joist Spacing Pilot Hole Gap (Air-Dried) Gap (Kiln-Dried)

1×4, 1×6 16" O.C. 1/8" (#8) 3/32" ¼"

5/4×4, 5/4×6 24" O.C. 1/8" (#8) 3/32" ¼"

2×6 32" O.C. 9/64" (#10) 3/32" ¼"

Completed by: ___________________________


