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Ipe is available in two moisture conditions: Air-Dried (AD) and Kiln-Dried (KD). Here's what you need to know — and
why proper acclimation matters more than which one you buy.

m The Key Point: They're Nearly Identical After Acclimation

For decking use, both AD and KD Ipe end up nearly identical once properly acclimated to
your job site. The acclimation process is what matters most — not which one you purchase.

You can save money by choosing AD, which is less expensive and the industry default for
exterior decking.

m Quick Comparison

Characteristic Air-Dried (AD) Kiln-Dried (KD)

Moisture Content ~15-18% ~10-14%
Best For Exterior decking (default) Exterior decking, larger timbers
Cost Standard pricing Slightly higher (kiln adds cost)
Availability Most common Available, often for timbers
After Acclimation Ready to install Ready to install

m Important: Ipe KD is NOT Like Typical Kiln-Dried Lumber

Most kiln-dried lumber (for interior use) is dried to 6-8% moisture content. But Ipe is different — kiln-dried Ipe for
decking is dried to 10-14% moisture content, which is much closer to air-dried levels.

This is why the two products perform similarly for exterior decking. The industry sometimes causes confusion by using
the same "kiln-dried" term for very different moisture levels.

m When to Use Each

Air-Dried (AD) — The Default Choice for Decking

« Exterior decks — covered or uncovered
« Pool decks and dock surfaces

* Fencing and siding

« Boardwalks and commercial exterior
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« Any standard exterior application

This is what 95%+ of contractors order for decking projects. It's less expensive and works great.

Kiln-Dried (KD) — Also Works for Decking

« Exterior decks (works the same as AD after acclimation)
« Larger timbers and rough-sawn lumber

» When specified by customer or architect

« Climate-controlled interior applications

KD costs a bit more but performs the same as AD for exterior use once acclimated.

m Acclimation is What Matters Most

Regardless of whether you choose AD or KD, proper acclimation is essential.

« Store lumber on-site for minimum 7 days before installation

« Stack with stickers/shims for airflow on all sides

« Keep off the ground and loosely covered

« Use our Acclimation Calculator at ipewoods.com for your specific climate

After proper acclimation, both AD and KD lumber will stabilize to your local environment and perform

identically.

Bottom Line: For exterior decking, we default to Air-Dried Ipe — it's less expensive and the industry standard. But if
you have KD, it works just as well. The key is proper acclimation, not which moisture level you start with.
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